CHAPTER II

THE MAN

THE salient facts of Shaw's personal career
with its background of ancestry, family, early
environment, education, and subsequent develop-
ment are so well known that one can be succinct.
Refraining from too great particularity, I shall
give main stress to certain significant happen-
ings for their value in throwing light upon his
character and views. Doctor Henderson, Mr.
McCabe, and other biographers tave spread out
the general story for our scrutiny.

George Bernard Shaw, or Bernard Shaw as
the world has come to call Mm, is a man of sixty
years, in the full prime of his intellectual powers,
although likely to grow in mental stature during
the coming decade. His family can be described
as belonging to the upper middle class of Prot-
estant Irish, small gentry whose orientation
about a baronet of distant kin has furnished
satiric references for the member of the family
whose democracy has always been of a sort to
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